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INTRODUCTION

The Works Project Administration (WPA) was a federally agency established during the Great Depression with the
fundamental purpose to increase employment through federally funded jobs that benefitted the public. This
included the construction and improvement of roads, bridges, dams, public buildings, parks, and other
infrastructure. The WPA expanded to include the Federal Writers’ Program in 1936, which employed artists,
theater groups, and writers in each state; individuals working in Indiana were employed under the Indiana Writers’
Program. With America putting its resources toward the war effort, the Indiana Writers’ Program would cease
existence in 1943.

Each state received Federal Writers’ Program funding and writers were hired to research and gather information
for the American Guide Series. The American Guide Series, composed of a book for each state, was a combination
of contemporary guidebook and state history. In addition to state-focused books, several regional guides were also
published. In Indiana, only a single regional guide, The Calumet Region Historical Guide, resulted from the work of
Indiana Writers’ Program. This book includes considerable information about Porter County.

Indiana State Teachers College, now Indiana State University, sponsored the Indiana Writers’ Program. When the
program ceased operation, the files generated for each county were maintained by the institution. After organizing
the files, the school microfilmed the materials. Information about Porter County (Reel No. 20) is contained in
nearly 1,200 pages of typewritten and handwritten documents. Very little of the material concerning Porter
County has ever been published and is a critical source of historical information. For instance, a firsthand account
of the Long-Page murders of 1867 committed by Chauncey Page is provided by Jacob Mooker, who, incidentally,
was Porter County’s last surviving Civil War veteran, passing away on October 10, 1941, in Valparaiso.

The Indiana Writers’ Program microfilm for Porter County was digitized and compiled into a single document by
Steven R. Shook in February and March 2018. Pages were numbered for reference purposes only and they do not
coincide with the microfilm page numbers. The order of the material presented in the microfilm, however, has
been maintained in this document.

Note that the quality of the microfilming process was very poor. Considerable effort was made to make each page
clear and readable. Unfortunately, the quality could not be enhanced to the degree where optical character
recognition could be successfully applied to the document to make it a searchable document.

Steven R. Shook
July 2020
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NATURAL SETTING
Topogrezty

During the late Wisconsin ice age, & period of geologic history
in which the polar ioe extended southwsrd over most of North Amerios,
the hill tops of Forter county were mmoothed off by gleoisl setien
tnd the whole terrsin was made oomperstively lewel. This genersl
lsveling occurred thousands of years sgo, and it is believed that pre-
viously the land was exceedingly rough and mountsinous, comparable %o
the Cordillerss.

The great ice sheet developed irregulerly as far ss sentral
Indisna, and as it receded left sccumulated masses of glecial debris
in ite wake. This debris;, composed chiefly of roek in the form of
dust and boulders, forms & series of recessional moraines ~--- hills
thet mark the periodic meltings which took place whiln the ioe sheet
we s Mué&trm. As one journeys southward from Lake Michigan he
observes slternete stretches of hills and lowlands. The lowlands m
originally almost always ur;hg or else entirely oovered with water,
&8 in the lake region just morth of Valparaise. Though numerous 1
marshes remein, most of the riech bottom lands have been sucoce f :
mmm:ummmwm' e
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sen level is resched =«= & rise of some 150 feet from the lake soumty

1ine. mmdm-a‘hmw‘mum.
Another crest is resched on Indians Highway 49 and on the Campbell
road s few miles south of U. 5. Highvay 6. Las]

The send dunes, which hawe been more fully trested in another
shapter, are the result of wind and lake sction comcenmtrsting st the
southern end of Lake Michigan. In semi-ciroular formstion lesser
balts of dunes extend southward from the sain dune ocomplex. These
Are easily recognisable, slthough they are covered with vegetatiom,
snd the old water lines are sometimes discernible on their gentle
slopes.
 Bouth of Valparsiso thers is & mors or less sbrupt descent to
lsvel lowlands and gently rolling preairies. The land becomes in-
oressingly fertile towards the plain of the Kankakee river, and the
southbound treaveler notices s marked incresse in the lushness and
greennsss of the vegetation as he approaches the southern boundary
of the sounty, Until recent years the Kankakes was bordered by almost
mm.mmmmmmﬁmmwmm'
wot lands became arstle and now form cme of the most fertile farm
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floor of the region there are said to lie millions of fossilised
fishes from the Devonisn Age. In the glasial drift, which lies ia
strata end s from 140 to 170 feet thick, are found frageents of

marine erustaced and remains of other animal and wegetable 1life,
ineluding huge mastodon boues, one of which may be seen in the
historieal wuseusm at Valparaiso.

The Valparaisc Morsine causes the drainage of Porter county
to fall in two dirveticns === to the north into lake Michigar and to
the south into the Kankakee. To the north the streams and ereeks
drain into the Calumet, which empties intc Lake Mighigan, part of
its overflow in the spring being carried by Burns Ditch, & man-made
drainage ohanne]l flowing into the lake in the dunes regiom.

The least fertile farm seotion of the county once lay in the
sandy hills just south of the dunes, but since Burns Ditch was
completed a large part of this sefiion has become arable.

Streams and oreeks to the south of Valparaise drein into the

Eanknkee, the southern boundary of the ocourty. Crooked Creek is
one of the largest of the streass emptying into the Kankakee. All
streams and creeks draining into the Kankakee have their scuroces_near




1% o= i)

W o W S i

i

Just morth of Valparsiso, in the saucer-like walleys of the
morainie hills, is & grouy of sizeable lakes, the largest of which
is Flint Lake. Nearby are Mink Lake and Wauhob lake. This lake
region possesses some besautiful scenery and has become a playground
and summer resort.

The climate of Forter county, although temperate, is wariable.
The winters are commonly sold, but below zero weather is unusual.
Summer heat is modified by breeses fram lake Michigan and by the pre- }
vailing west winde. In summer the nights are almost always delight-
fully cool, parioularly near the forests and marshes of the northern
part of the ocunty.

The eoumty lies in & storm belt, and windetorms and thunder- |
storms sometimes rage with great feroolty, causing much #l:..lrunﬂm.. |
Since 1882 there have been a score or more of severs storms that
crused grest damage, the latest of these cocurring on Jume 10, 1J36.

During this storm seversl buildings neer the settlement of Burdiek
were demclished and emormous trees were uprooted in warious parts of
the sounty. Fields and woods were strewn with fallen trunks and
branches,md in some portions highways were blocked and power lines
~ torn down. |
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! mm.ﬂ-mmmd;un "
grfees snd wild flowers. Although most of the woods have been
thinned out or cleared, there still’ remain lirge strétches of .
timber, most of it second growth. Now and then large groves
are sold to lumber merchants and saw mills are set up to
convert the trees into lumber. A saw mill may be observed
south of U. 8. Highway 20 near the tracks of the Pere Marquette
reilroad, where during the past year or so a fine wooded tract
has been reduced to a huge pile of logs and planed lumber.
Although deforestation is taking place repidly, there i»
& movement on foot among progressive farmers and landholders
of the oounty tc conserve the timber and to reforest extensiwe
parcels of land. The state of Indiana furnishes hardwood seed-
Jinge for this purpose which u; be purchased for less than a
oent lpil“h’l,“ri-.ﬁ hﬂul {#-Some sections has under-
taken the distribution of these seedlings from the state nurse-
ries.
mm-mmt_ﬂuhr;rm:n'h.uk,
hickory, ash, American linden, beech, and m?uph. Among
the meller varieties ircmwood, hawthorne, dogwood, priekly ash,
- 404 witch basel are plentiful. These lesser trees have sach their




» the hawthorne its sweet-soented white blossoms and
soarlet fruit, the dogwood its masses of large white flowers,
the prickly ash its spiey foliage and desp red berries, and
the witch hazel its erratioc but delightful hablt of appearing
in the fall with delicate yellow flowers.

v

Because the summers are usually dry throughout the county,
there is no little danger fram forest fires, which have been
known to devastate wide areas. Frovision has been made by the
state for the systematio protection of the woods in the dunes
Area, and oonstant watch is kept by forest rangers to detect
any sign of fire. Nevertheless, careless campers, smokers who
throw away their ecigars and cigarettes without extinguishing them,
and farmers who burn over their fields without taking proper
precautions sometimes start fires theat gquickly beooms umeshtrell-
able and cause great destructiom.

The patural vegetation of Porter county is of exoceptiocnal
interest to botanist and nature 1 ver, both in the dunes region
and in the woods of the “back oocuntry." Many of the wild
flowers that once grew here, however, have been exterminated,
nmﬂy‘? i;t‘hl-u#mhuﬂm hm

mm.mma-hm of the
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~ south of the dunes. Sare, tos, have bossms seluiinse and fringsd
orchids. BStill abundant, however, are those lowely flowers of
earliest spring ——- hepatics, bloodroot, wild ginger, Dutchman's
-Seooshon, Sslanen’s seal, fous 1ily, ead bine phlex. The great
white trillium, of which there were once s multitude, has become
nﬁm.mutnmi;mtqdhmth

die when the flower is ploked. n.gi--u *till great patohes of o

"
"

l_lrmrlnnnlﬂinﬂ-m-lml bouncing Bet, N
Turk®s cap lily, day lidy, Ilih.l. ironweed, butterfly weed,
Joe Fyeweed, and wast wild gardens of Llue and purple asters. Qf\

From the appearance of the falry-like Erigenia, or pepper-
and-salt, in March to the last violet~hued aster bravely defying

the frosts of Yctober, Porter county is gay with wild flowers.

hlltl; Birds, and Fishes

A bundred years ago great numbers of bears, deer, coyotes,
and wolves inhabited the jungle-like forests of the ccunty. There e




| | With the advamos of sivilisation westward in the 1830's
S and with the expansion of the furfreds the larger game animals
; and most of the valusble fur-besring groups disappeared or else
| became rare. For upmards of seventy~five years there have been

no deer or bears in Porter county, and wolves and coyotes were
only ocomasionally seen after 1900, Badgers, minks, and beavers
:nmunhtnnutﬂt-nm'yhhulm-mmr
mm&m“mhﬂhirmhlmtﬂnrhﬂn '
tomnship. Rabbite and squirrels are still abundant. The
squirrels are chiefly of the red variety and most of the rabbits
are cotton tails. Woodohucks, opossums, and racoocons are still
abundant in the wooded areas.
All through the sumser months the woods and meadows of
Forter county resound with the melodious notes of native birds
as woll as summer visitants. Purple martens, wrens, robizs, fleld
sparrows, brown thrushes, cardinoals, soarlet tanagers, orioles,
' goldfinches, swallows, meadow larks, cuckoos, blue jays, catbirds,

bluebirds, rose~breasted grosbeaks, bobolinks, Hﬂhl‘ll. great-

o | orested flycatchers and ruby-throated humsing birds are common

g . varieties that may be seen on an early morning's stroll. T -

i Wektous and Mes gront Shuo bives siag sty wf iy s o
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. Among the predatory birds of the county the most mumercus
orows, hawks, and grest hormed owls. The hoarse ories of
an anguished twittering informs the bird lover thet some song
bird has met his desth by the claws and beak of one of these
mﬁu-rmuﬂm.

Certain sections of Forter county, partiocularly the sand

dunes and the swamps south of the dunes, are natursl] bird
sanctuaries. Berries and msall fruits sbound in these regions,
and there are sheltering trees and shrubs and plenty of wster.
A bird enthusiast has counted twenty-two varieties within ‘whe
epace of halfl an m;mh sitting on a log in the woods
southesst of Chestertom.

While at one time there were many wristies of fish in the
lakes and streams of the county, most of the waterways have
been depleted and only wvery optimistic fishermen now take their
reels and rode anywhere in the region with the expectation of

making & catech. The river, once swarming with fish, is

now, in the words of an o fisherman who lives in a
solitary hut on the bank, good any more fer fishin' e
ain't been no good they dredged her." )i




mmwwm.-tqwmu
dry, sandy levels, are seversl of those mysterious sarthworks,

or mounds, ﬁ':lﬂ have snabled archeclogists to determine some-

thing of the prehistoric inhabitants of the middle west. Trees

qf“wtmhuhmtﬂuw&nmmumm

it is apparent they were built centuries before the landing of

Columbus, However, examctly when the mound builders lived here

is not yet knmown. .
Breawtion of the mounds has brought to light little that -

would show what kind of people they were. Near Boone Grove, in

the "lnth“hrn part of the county, stands the largest mound

group in Porter county, covering about thirty acres. Here are

eight large, regularly constructed mounds rising ten to fifteen

feet above the surface of the surrounding countryside. Two of

the largest, opened same forty years ago, disclosed & skeleton,

an arrowhesd, snd some ashes. Others in the county, however, e

have yivlded artifacts of stome and copper, sush as spears,
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_ommeree with the inhabitante of the far southwest. Nere ressat £
/\mmmm“-mcnm-t

the Indiane State Histerieal Scciety (See “Peints of Imterest®).

indians | o

m-—numn—nmm‘nmnmw
u“uaﬂubmrr-h-—n‘ Some suthorities be~
nmu-tm-uﬁm-n-ﬂmmmmumu--
of the region and married the women. The first white men to
explore northern Indiana found tribes of warlike migratory Indians
who came in search of game and fish but spade few persanent settle-
ments. -

later, villages were established by tribes of the Niami Con-
federnay, which inoluded Weas, Foxes, Plankeahaws, Pottammttomies,
Shawnees, Oulstancns, and Kiskmpoos -——= all belomging to the
great raoe of Algonquine. MNost of these tribes 4id & good deal
of fighting smong themselwes. They were attracted to the region
s one in whish food, clothing, and shelter sculd be easily se-
oured, and from most sccounts it appears they cecupied their time
largely in fighting, -l.-ﬂl-'- _ . ""




ﬁ-mmmmmnummmdnh.
ﬁl“ﬁ#lhﬂ.ﬁ“ﬂdlm.ﬁlmdl
m.ﬁﬁm-tlﬁm' they were childishly fond
‘/Wlﬂ-"i l-h-ucrm;.ﬁqm
mercilessly exploited by the early fur traders. ‘o
Their houses were either rude huts or wigwams, sovered

outeide with bark or skins and sometismes decorated inside with
roughly executed representations of hunting and warfare. Barly
hrtﬁ-ﬂlltm *-ﬂgth-ﬂpcrhd in horror and disgust that
the Miamis prectioed ocsnnitalism.

In the uﬂnmtma—mulhmr&nﬁtﬂtlﬂh—
wattamies were most mumeroud. Thelir name is deriwed from the
M'-‘-_ﬂ Potamatomink --~ "Feople of the Plsce of the Fire" -
And they were at one tine confederates of their kindred the
mmuﬁh-. (Chippewns). Historians agree thet they werm
humﬂhhﬁ-nﬂuh“muﬁﬂﬂ"lnﬂy\
Buglish writers spoke dﬁ-uﬁuﬁm.ﬂm*ﬂ
uﬁum-wuhuu“mrr-hm

mmmmmﬁmmwﬁm
MMMﬁuMﬂm




 Sainte Marie and varicus islands ip Oreen By to the southern shore
" of lake M chigan, Hers they were almost the sole inhabitants for
nearly & hundred years, nhﬁhulc about fifty villages in what is

now northern Indiana and Illinois.

Under British rule, w:hh was insugurated in 1763 at the Tresty
.-f Faris, the Fottamattamies were dissstisfied. They took part in
Pontisc's conspirscy to overthrow Eritish domimation, but later, with
“the rest of the Miamis and other triles, took the British side against
the Americans in the War of Independence.

It was not until Mad Anthony Wayne, trained in Indian warfare by
Genersl George Washington, came to the territory, that the Pottawmmttomies
were finally conquered. The Indians made their last stand at the Battle
of Fallen Timbers.

At the Treaty of Greenville in 1796 General Wayne dictated the
terms by which the Im;puuhhﬂnmhhnn tnm#hnﬁ
in Indisma, but ﬁqlﬁn held eclaim to the territory as far south as
the Webash Eiver, hhh greduslly driven westward by the influx of
settlers in the nineteenth century. .
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_ hh*m”dﬁw-:m;m-&ﬂ
oolorful, but numericully mever grset, procession of priests, explorers,
mm.mmwmm)‘mmu

was called, mmummmw.mtm

sbout the new land and estahlished mw:-htimﬁﬁthmm.

wamrmtmmmmmpmu. Pather Menard,
who journeyed to the Illinois country in 1660, ""In 1665 came Jean
Kieolet, the discoveror of Lake Michigan, and in the same year came
Father Allouez. In 1666 Father Jacques Marquette began his missionary
work among m' Indians, and three yeurs later Pather Dr-hlm Journeyed
weatward to the new country.

These were simple, friendly w;-ﬂl who won the esteem of the
Indiens by the sincerity with which they preasched their doctrines,
Marquette's journal, which he peainstakingly kept through the years
of his exploretions, is one of the most important historical documents

relating to the exploration of the Northwest,
Mm#“mﬂimmmhm
W“mmmMMﬂMnmm
k'_ﬁnﬁhm#ﬂ. Im&hhm. mmm
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who represented Louis XIV in the New World at Seult Sainte Maris, pro= '

olaimed in & psgsant that the Pottawattomiss were hemoeforth to be Premch
)

sub jects, Sg A

mmmrmtﬂ1uuu-mwrmmuuf
mmx—-m record his Tindings was Robert Cavalier, Sisur de
La Salle. It is thought that the soursurs de bois, outlaw fur traders
who operated without the official senction of the Premoh goverfiment, had
previoualy penetrsated the region, but they left no record of ﬁnlr travels
and exploits in the wilderness, r

La Salle, while still = youth, had studied the progress of sxplorstion
in the New World. He had heard Indien legends of the "Great River,” the
valley of which was reported to be rich in wealth of every sort, partie
oularly gold, silver, and precious stones, He had heard tantelizing stories
of sn undiscovered passage to China to be found somewhere far to the weste
ward, Accordingly, baving absorbed these fascinating teles, he learned
seven or eight Indian langucges, and set ocut for New France,

-

Illll—r:ut- followed by La Salle on this lllnmnmll Journey is not

uun*mmn.mmmmmm § otk
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#mmmwwqummm.pﬂ“
the Great ,_ﬂiﬂl_wltﬁmmw“d‘l
St. Jossph River, the Kankskee (now the southern boundary of Porter county)
end the Illinois Rivers, \

Ah”ll‘ltﬂlllﬂlﬂﬁ.wmmmliﬂlrlli.
Fathers Gabriel, m-pumz-b;.mm romantio figure known to
history as Tooti, the Irom.Hand,

Being & man of shrewdness and foresight, La Selle saw that if France
was to maintain her hold over her possessions in the Mew World, it would
be necessary to establish & chain of forts =1l the way from Quebec to the
Mississippi. nrn-;hm his ides of suck a formidable line of defenses %o
Louis XIV, La Selle was told by the monarch to carry out the proposal, but
to proceed only with what funds he could raise by the sals of furs, La
Sulle was so successfl vwith the finaneial pert of his project, that a
uwtummmm-nuuhuu-m:nh:muwnru-ui.-

In his memm.uuu-u_nulmnnm
Mm“uw“w. He hed receivpd letters patemt frem
mmumwummumhuﬁ
hm h:“mﬁth.:ﬂuhﬂmﬂﬂmm
cubles h\-,gduddummmdm
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" -'-l | mnmn.:mmum in 1679, 2
Le Salls wes killed by ooe of his "in 1687, The Fremeh gov-

sl h.___mm-_ _—.__m_ wﬂHu‘l his mum:m aotive defenders of |

New France at strategic points, beginning with Fort St. Josephb. Tor miles
inland from Luke Michiran trading posts were gradually established, and for
sbout & hundred years after La Salle's death, the forests of northern In=
diens and Illinois were comsténtly traversed by Fremch treppers, traders,
and coureurs de bois. These intrepid Frenchmen, together with the Indiens,

made treils end portegen sll over the regiom,

Under Your Viegs

.
w

Between 1750 and 1756 the French built & small fort on the summit of
& high dune overlooking Lake Michigan near the mouth of ‘ﬂm rivulet now
called Dunes creek, in the present Indians Dunes State Park. This was a
strongly constructed tassement, or palisaded blookhouse, which was gare
risoned by French soldiers., It was celled "Petite Fort.”
The history of Petite Fort is n tals of romance, intrigue, and blood-
ehed, nuwnmmwmmmumm it was
;_', | m-m:-mmmmmm;umu-mm
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Sporadic uprisings of the French and Indians ocourred during the next
two decedess In the fell of 1780 the half-breed Captein Baptiste Hamelin
led a bend of sixteen French irregulars from the French settlssent of Cahokis
on the Missiseippl river cgainst Fort 5t, Joseph, The party probably came
over a northeasterly route by way of the Illinois and Kankakee rivers and
over the 8t, Joseph portage, near the mnmﬁ;ﬁmﬁ of South Bend, In dee
soribing what followed, the Hritish accounts m;jr that the marsuders en~
tersd the fort when it was unguarded and stole gquantities of supplies,
blankets and furs,

Having loeded their horses with plunder, the attacking perty sst forth
on the long journey home, this time following the trail along the shore of
Lake Michigen. BEarly historiens state that they wers overtaken by British 1
troops s day's journey west of the Chemin du Riviere (mow called Trail Creek,
ia M City), and that s battle ensued, 4 "day's fourney™ west of
Trail Cresk would snd approximately st the location of Petite Fort, snd it
unwmimwmtwmtmnmmm#m
m M#NMWW; mmwnﬂmm 1
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thirty Spenish, thirty-five Fremch, snd sixty Indiass, under the command
‘of Don Bugenic Plerre. M—_mmﬁMh
the coldest season of the year, oftem finding their way with the utmost

s

diffioulty. Finally, they arrived at Fort St. Joseph, where they surprised
the garrison and won a speedy victory., They ran up the Spanish flag, and
efter taking what they wisbed in the way of food, furs, and other supplies,
burned some of the buildings. They then marched unmolested back to the
Missisnippi,

The story of the sack of Jort 5t. Joseph syread throughout Purope and
Ren jamin FPranklis, sojourning in Puris in 1762, wrote dolefully that be had
beard of the conguest of New Franoe by the Spanish and of their growing
power in /merica, K

The Spanish, however, did not llll.g. retain thli:l' hold on the lend that
had been so bitterly fought over by the Fremeh and British, for the English
soon regained control of all lands lost by this Spanish ooup.

In 1778, during the Revolutiomary war, Colonel George Rogers Clark had
w‘-mmmunmnlm-tmdﬂnh‘*
h”““”ﬂ”“ﬁm
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terms of this treaty Mw—‘ﬂmﬂuw >
session of all below the Casadisn boundary. "
The domain thus by the Americen governpent ineluded ell ter=
ritory west of the Alleghenies lying between the Ohio river, the Mississippi
river, and the Oreat Lakes. The entire soquisition wes called the Northwest

Territory.
The femous statute of 1787, whidk orested the Northwest Territory, pro-
vided that this ares wes to be divided iato not more than five states and
“Jpot less than three, It {# said that Thomss Jefferson had proposed three years
l;rliir that the territory be divided intc seven states to be named Assegisipia, ;

Chersonesus, Metropotamia, Michigania, Polisipis, Polypotamia, and Sylvanis.

|
f

During the Wer of 1812 GCeneral Hull, the firet territorial governor,
gave up Detroit to the Oritish, and since the Calumet region was considered
an outpost of Detroit, this meunt that the British flag was sgain reised over
& great part of nortliern Indiana esnd Illimois. Hull's espitulation, how-
ever, was offset by Perry's victary in the famous naval battle of Lake Erie.
It was largely by this conflict mtththrimmtmmm
mxmmhamwmmum
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The first white settler of Porter county wes Joseph Bailly,
His full nase, s read #f his burial, wes Joserh Aubert de Gaspe Beilly de
Messein, and his surname had been variously spelt Bailly, Baille, and Baies,
Bailly was born in Seinte-anne de Varennes, Quebes, April 7, 1774. wWhen he

me—mnmmuir-muu.mmﬂnmm'um
mother. Shortly thereafter he engaged in the fur trode at Machillimsckinae, .-

L]

and in the summer of 1803 sbout helf a million dollars' worth of furs passed
through his hands, “ '

Later, he established treding posts on the Grend, St, Joseph, Kalapazoo,
Wabash, and Irogquois rivers, and becames known rru- Quebec to New Orleans as
cne of the most successful men in the fur trade. Throughout the Northwest
Territory -t.tht: time there were countless MH of beavers, silver end
red foxes, otters, mink, lynx, black bears, and volverines, and their pelts
were grestly in demand by Joha Jacob Astor's American Pur Comveny, of whiech
Bailly was an employs.

While he was in Miohigsn, Bailly married an Indian girl, the dsughter of
le.m#mum“mﬂﬂ-ﬁlﬂmM’iﬂ. About 1810
_uwmummmﬁﬂum-ﬂthm
espoused o girl whose mother was half Indian and whose father wes Fremch., 7*
Bailly's second marriage was fm recorded some mm 295
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river, nm:mhmmfn&num“mmmﬁ
ummmnmumm-im. Ascording to the steadards
of the time and place, Bailly was a man of considereble wealth and culture,
Eis trading post consisted, in the words of an eerly visiter, of "seves or
eight log cabins of 2 most primitive construotion === 80 grouped om the bamk
chﬂmuhmﬁuwmlﬂﬁ%' This same
visitor was welcomed at the post by a “very respectable looking female, the
wife, probebly, of the French gentleman whc owned the post,” and was *eivilly
furnished nnmwx-- in order that he might tidy himself up a
bit.

The trading post of Joseph Bailly (see "Points of Interest®) was a
wilderness retreat, far off, even, from such civilization as existed in the
Northwest at this time., But it wes known fur and wide as a center of fur
trading and religious teaching. Bailly was a religious snthusiast, and was
instrusmental in converting scores of Indians to the Christisn faith. He
W the New Testament into the Pottewmtiomie lunguage. !ﬁutl tn:

veling through the country on their way to Chicage or Detroit stopped at the

'mmw“nmmgmnrhuﬂ--m. ﬂ“hﬂl‘l.
r s

as a sacristy,
Although 1t was the prectice Sipas treders of the isericsn Pur Company
ummmuum mumuﬁﬁ—m* j
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When the fur trade declined in the 1830's, Bailly sought to sugment

his fortunes in real estate, There arose in his mind grandiose plans for
en immense highwey and harbor development as well as a towwr in the Calumet
region, and slthough he platted the town of Bailly and sold several lots,
his hopes were never realized., There is today, however, o small village
neer the Bailly homesite called Baillytown. '

At the present time, as in countless places in Ameriea, there sre oaly
a fow time-worn buildings left to mark the nlace where s "promoter's dream®
was to have come true,

Bailly died in December, 1835, His funerel services were conducted by
one of bis neighbors, who closed his address in the following worde: “Thus
Joseph Aubert de Gespe Bailly de Messein left the home which he bad built
to the honor and glory of God for the welfere of the trader and for the sal-
vation of souls.”

Some years after Bailly's death his dsughter Rose remodeled the dwelling
house of the estate and made 1t into & shapsl. Nishop Luers furnished an
alter, and the Sisters of Providence contributed the bell of S%. Mary's
Academy, Later, the place was owned by Francea Howe, _Inu ll_tnrl dsughter,
who further remodeled nmmt--mwum-mumw
days, mtmmnmur-mmmnmnu-ﬂ
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seclusion of their home to essoointion with families of ismigrants.” The

youngest, Hortense, was desoridbed by the same writer as being "remarkably
wmmmmmmmmwmﬁumnmtmmu
pereeption.”

The seme writer continues:

meMMMMtru-tmmmmh‘ =
pony, & beautiful snow white animal, in whioch she took great
pride. She was alweys accompanied by her dog, to which she

mad squally attached. Her dress was simple, but of a

chness of whish other misses in the county would not have
dreamed, A cloak of rich velvet, a oap of silk, with a long,
soft plume or jaunty sagls feather, s saversly simple dress,
made of some costly Tebric brought from the Emst <=« thia
was the gard of our Pocahiontas. She transscted with the
sounty officers the business upon whioch she came, and smused
herself by playing with her dog and pony in the square until
after the hest of the sumer day had lessened, then, alone
rnd Teurless, rode silently sway %o har sclitary home.®

Another dsughter, Rosas, 4istinguished herself by meking o spectacular
ride to Chicago through the sand dunes at night in order to savs & piecs of
ber father's property from forsclosurs the next dey. As she rode up to Mark
Besubein's tavern the mext morning, she was greeted by the host, who assisted
ber in her mission, While iz Chiceago, mm.mm»m-ma{
Fronsis Hows, whom she later merried,

Porter Cousty Historisal Sostety (See "Potats of
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While Toseph Beilly was selling furs and making money in uninterrupted
mﬂtpnmm#ﬁ_mﬁiﬂﬂ.mu#wimolh
muﬂmrimmm- i \

People in the eust were becoming morve and more comscious of the North-
west 58 & place of great opportunity, nfun. Essterners had avoided the
prairies of Indians end Il1linois as being unfit for farming. It wes thought
that because no trees grew upon them they were infertile. Indeed, JTames
Monroe hod written a letter to Jefferscn in which he said: *"A great part of
the territory is miserably poor ., . . and consists of extensive plains which
have not had frop appearences, and will not have, a single bush on them for
ages, The districts, therefore , . . will never contain a sufficient number
of inhabitants to antitls them to membership in the Confederscy.”

Purthermore, Indian warfere wes o terrer and a scourges to settlers, The'
sharp practices of the fur tradess, together with some disputes over Indias
land titles, had culminated in the amm‘ wer, The Indians were so sroused
wmu-nthuwuuhutmeﬂrlm
 settler to venture into the wilds with tha ides Of meking s home there, i

Mhlﬂl nmmumwm,mmm
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In 1833, stage coaches began making three trips weekly between Detroit
and Chicago, and mail routes were sstablished to all important points along
~the way, The malils were carried by soldiers in uniform,
Encouraged by these events, three brothers from Monongabels county,
Virginia, Jesse, Williem, and Isas~ Morgan, migroted to the Calumet region

early in the -:priu of 1833, and settled in what is now Porter county. Jesse
Morgan's farm was in the presant Westchester township, and through it rem the
Chicago-Detroit stage line. Jesme's home became & stopping plece for travelers
on the line, and he called his house the "Stage louse,” entertesining many
guests there with food and lodging. Isase and William Morgan estahlished
themselves on & besutiful rolling preirie in the wegt centrsl portion of the
county, which afterwerds became known as Morgan's Prairie,

In April of the same year, Heury 8. Mams crrived with his mother, wife,
and thres daughters and pitched camp near & site he had selected for his
dwelling in what is now Morgan ﬁnah.tp. The next month Adames built a log
houss and made various improvements on his farm. In June came George Cline,
Adam S. Cempbell, and Resson Rell, who sll built rude homes and began culti-
Hﬂ-#lllhll. Jacob Flaming, the Colemans, and Ruel Storr settled e

@mm.mwh_mmnmmmﬂ._@
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m-nmxmn_mmmmdm. nmmm
ﬂmmnqnhthnﬁmmuumuwum-
winter, and that a customer of his wes killed iz o brawl in the tavern, it
being "a matter of surprise that there was no greeter effusios of blood,*

The first house on the site of Valparaiso, the county seat and chief
aity of Porter county, was built early in 1834 by J. P. Ballard., It was
m-ﬁ!m-uﬂhnﬂuthtmlﬂmlmmmuh
grounds leter occupied by Judges Tulcott's house (Ses "Points of Interest®),

In 18355 and 1836, S. P. Robbins, B. and Allen Jones, T. J. Fleld, and
other settlers with such Mn—ﬂlm names &5 Alake, Peak, Sumner, Harrison,
Smith and Arnold, settled in the county. These men, with their families,
settled on the "Twenty-Mile Prairie,"™ so-called because it was twenty miles
from Michigan City, ¢

Perhaps the most famous settlement in Porter county during the 1830's
wes thet established by Thomms Snow on the old See, or Seuk, trail, now Uslle

Highwsy 30 (See "Points of Interest”). It was called "The Hoosier's Nest,”
(Ses "Points of Interest®), so-named after the title of & poem by John Pinley
which appeared in @ Indisnapolis newspaper in 1833, This is believed to bave
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| Other settlemests ia the county included Weverly, whish was laid out as

¢ lﬁ)ﬂ*mmmmﬂhm‘m.ﬂm.-
hamlet that grew up on the site of andd Catholic cemetery and which after-

e Wwards became the county seat and its name chenged to Valparaisc. The neigh~

& borhood bordering the present village of Hebron on the east was called Yeankee

Town. Many of these eerly settlements, with the exception of Portersville,

did not greatly prosper.

Attrected by the ebundance of land and game, greet numbers of squatters
came to the ocounty in these serly years --- migrants and transients of whom
few records are extant, They enjoyed a wild, free life, living usually in
log huts in the woods and on the benks of the Kankakee, and Calumet rivers -

and near the county's numerous lakes, {

e

Early Politicel History ®

Most of the settlamsnuts enumerated were esteblished before the actual
founding of Forter county, Until 1835 La Porte county included both Perter
and lake counties, but in that year the county commissioners issued en order
for the laying off of «ll territory west of What is now the La Ports county
line into thres townships, to be called Waverly, Morgan, and Ross. Bach '
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180 suber 08 Swelve at e precmt W, These are Pine, Westchester, portage,
Liberty, Jackson, Center, Washington, Union, Porter, Morgan, Boone, and Plea-
sant. Porter county wss named for Commodore David Porter, who, during the
hﬂm.uq,hhﬂl;ﬁipmnumtﬂﬂmnﬂm_
mﬁnmtd‘mwu. Chili,

In line with the genersl lend boom that ocourred in the 30's, a number
of grendiose schemes for starting new cities in the northerm part of the county
were evolved by local enthusasts, Ome of thess, City West, located at what is
now Waverly Beach in the Indiana Dunes State Park, had achieved the status of
s thriving community, and some of ite citizens expected it would scomn out=
rivel Michigan City and evem Chicago, but the settlement r;u into decay and
not long afterwmrds had completaly disappeared. Another "ghost town™ wes
Indiana City, farther to the west on the shore of Lake Michigan, which never
grew as large as City West,

Dusing, the piomser deys partissn politios were almost non-existest in
Mhﬂ. and politicel ambition was practically unknowm, Most of the
u-;wurnnm-mpum—um-nu.mmmnn-nnrmtr
duties was considered & burden rather than a privilege. The few offices pay-
ing higher salaries, however, were sssiducusly sought after,

Despite the faot that perty lines were ouly vagusly dresm, Lhere wis &
mmﬂmmnmmm“hm u-m i
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© The riret session of the Porter sousty oircult court was held in
October, 1836, at Portersville (as the county ssat was then called) in the
Bouss of John Seylor, with the dignifisd figure of Judge Samel C. Sample
on the besch, The furnisiings of the court rom sonsisted chisfly of s
desal table, some chairs, and a few law books, In the first case oslled the
plaintiff failed to appesr, and the case went by deafunlt, For its deliberss
tions in ths rest of the cases, the jury retired % s large ok tree on the
lewn, and as it was somewhat cold and reiny, the jurors took time ocut to
build a fire, whish "imparted wurmth and cheer tc the dismel sesstion.”
The need for a court houss was obviocus, 1Inm 1837, & subsoription paper
wes oiroulated among oitizens of the sounty and § 1,200 was reised %o pay
for the building. The first court house, sn unpretentious frame structurs,
!W Just west of the public lqu.um in Portersville [(now Valperaiso), The
next yesar, Tunds were provided for tha huii.diag of & county Jsil on Meochanic
strest, sontheest of the square, This wes e log building, mmall but sturdily
sonstructed, THe county jeil of today stands on the same site,
hmong the acts of the first Soerd of County Commissioners wers some
that throw 1ight on economic and socisl conditioms of the time; In 1836 a
tax of 2f per cent was levied on persodel property snd real sstate; the board
#rented & 1iaense to Francis ¥illey of Baillytown to sell liquom; Andrew sult
~ was licensed to vend mmmm:mmm,m board paid the ex-
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Some jspects bf Plosesr Life

The first settlers of Porter county o‘- in covered wagons drawm by
horses or ozen. They brought with them few possessions, uwsually only
articlas necsssary to sustain 1ife in the wilderness, BZven so, their wngons
must Bave been heavily leaden, for included in the category of necessities
ware toola of carpentry and famsing as well as looms, spinning wheels, eook=-
ing vessels, dishes, and some furniture,
The most favored spots Tor settlmment were wooded tracts bordering
streams, where fowl and game abounded. 4 spring of pure water wus considered
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firm olay, of which shere was an abundance in Porter sounty. The roofs of
these onbins were covered with rough bosrds nailed in place with wooden pegs,
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struction,

The piomeers often had large families, and it was somwtimes ﬁiftilﬂii*#/{m
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to find room for every member of the housshold ss well as for travelers and
wayTarers who might :tg1!'!iund askx for shelter. The plonser's cabin offered
hospiteble welcoms to chanoe visitors, no matter what inconvenience a guest
might oause, In order to provide more sleeping quarters it was custommry to
meke the reof high emough so that thers could be & loft or attic sbove, and
when bedtimes come the young ones scrambled up under the rafters to their
palliets of corn shusks and patohwork "“blankets,

To meke ¢ bedstead, the plonesr set two polese in the floor about seven
feet apart and four feet from the wall, He then 1814 oross pisces from these
polas to chinks in the wall and covared the resulting frume with boards,
Over the bed thus formed the housewifs placed & mattress of shucks, bay, or
if she could get them, feathars, Sheets were of homespun linen or sotton,

and the quilts were almost invariebly of patebwork, sometimes of beautiful
and intricste design, and sewed with the finast of stitches. The proud
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the men of the house or s neighbering carpsnter, The wood most used for

beds was ssssafras, & light, sasily handled wood which hed the advantage,
it was thought, of repelling insects,

Some of the cabins had only dirt floors, whore it was svailable,
as in the northefn pert of the county, clean white sani was spplied evenly
over the surfase, Punchecn floors, considersd something of a luxury by the
early setilers, were mede by smoothing the inner surfaces of split logs with
an adze and laying thess closaly together with the rounded, or rough, eide
on the ground end the smooth side uppermost. The first rugs were beer or
dear hides with the fur left on for warmth., Leter, hand-woven or braid